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What your pet really wants

By Linda Goldston

You can waste a lot of money buying presents for your pets.
Many potential gifts are designed to appeal to us and aren't necessarily useful or fun for our animal friends.

It gives me great pleasure, however, to tell you about something that | consider a perfect cat toy. It's called Panic
Mouse and it features a cartoon character -- the one my cats tried out had Garfield -- as the base with a string toy
that swirls in a circle from the top.

Panic Mouse is powered by batteries and can be set to twirl its tantalizing string toy by a timer or until you turn it
off. It can move fast for kittens or younger cats or more slowly for older cats.

Both of my cats, Bouncer and Jeremy, have spent hours with this toy, so I've truly been impressed. Panic Mouse
is priced at $29.99 and can be found at most Petco and PETsSMART stores.

Another gift for cats I'll highly recommend is “"The Ultimate Scratching Post." It's tall enough -- 32 inches -- for cats
to truly stretch while they clean and condition their nails.

Cats will find some way to groom their nails -- our couches or chairs usually -- if we don't give them an alternative.
And this one has natural sisal material that my cats have always preferred over carpeted scratching posts.

Check out this great scratching post at www.esmartcat.com . It's a little expensive -- $64.95 plus $14.95 shipping
and handling -- but is well worth the price, especially the savings it would bring in less wear and tear on your
carpets and couches.
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If you call up the Web site, I'd also urge you to look at a toy the company, SmartCat LLC, has called “"Peek-a-
Prize." It's basically a large wooden box with holes in it so that cats can stick in their paws to try to retrieve the
balls inside. This toy has great appeal for kittens. Bouncer, plays with it a couple of times a week.

The whole point of these toys -- and the main reason I'm impressed by the company making them -- is that they're
designed to provide challenge and stimulation to cats. Unless we play with them directly, cats can get awfully
bored sacked out on the couch. They need intrigue and suspense and challenges.

SmartCat also has a clever litter box on its Web site that you might want to check out. It's designed to serve as a
second litter box (in addition to a larger, roomier one) and is triangular shaped so it can fit into a corner. | won't
give it as a gift but I've decided to order one for Bouncer and Jeremy as | have a perfect spot for it.

Humans, too

If you're shopping for humans who love and appreciate our furry and feathered friends, there is a truly wonderful
““Audubon Songbirds & Other Backyard Birds" calendar with a beautiful color photo of a different bird for each
day. | know it sounds as if I'm almost gushing about this calendar, but | already have the 2004 calendar on my
office wall at home.

It costs only $12.95 and should be available at larger bookstores or online at www.artisanbooks.com .

Workman Publishing has a line of dog and cat calendars that | think you would treasure throughout the year. |
especially like their "The 365 Kittens a Year" and “"The 365 Puppies A Year" 2004 calendars. All of the color
photos are great and there's a large one of a different breed for each month. These calendars are $12.95 and
guaranteed to bring many smiles as 2004 passes day by day.

But the company also has the sly “"Dogs Playing Poker" calendar, based on the dog paintings of Cassius
Marcellus Coolidge. You probably have seen at least one photo of these paintings and know how well done they
are. This calendar costs $11.95.

You can check your local book store for the calendars or find all of them online at www.workman.com . There are
desk-size versions of the 365 puppies and kittens calendars.

I'll have more gift suggestions for you next week. Until then, have you played with your cat lately?

Contact Linda Goldston at Igoldston@mercurynews.com. Fax (408) 271-3786.
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